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     We have exciting news: after years of frustration with the demands of the national office of 

Communities In Schools, and months of considering our options, we have decided to focus on 

our primary goal of serving the students of Madison County. We are separating from CIS and 

creating our own local, nonprofit organization, but our goals will not change. Our new 

organization is called Empowering Madison Youth to Succeed (EMYS). We will maintain all the 

best management practices we have put in place for finances, accounting, and record keeping. 

And we will continue with all the same programs we have in place now. In other words, the only 

change is our name and affiliation and relief from a mountain of paperwork required to appease a 

distant organization from which we got no financial support. 

     This year we have 40 graduates who we have helped at some time in their high school career. 

“Our” kids represent 29% of the 2018 graduation class! Our core program of tutoring and/or 

mentoring impacted nearly 100 students at the high school and middle school with volunteers 

and staff this year. Our wonderful volunteers at all the elementary schools—both adults and 

Mars Hill University students—helped 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students with math skills using 

Great Leaps Math. We helped with the after school program at the middle school for about 20 to 

50 students two afternoons each week. During After School, students get help with their 

homework and enjoy a safe place to stay until parents get home from work.  

     EMYS will become official at the beginning of the new fiscal year on July 1. We will have 

our new name on our 501-C-3 nonprofit tax status. We hope you share our excitement in 

embarking as a strictly Madison County group no longer beholden to state or national demands. 

Our funding needs are unchanged. We are very grateful to our community of supporters who 

make such a difference. Your financial help means we can continue to empower Madison youth 

to succeed. It’s what we’ve always done. Now we’ll have no pointless distraction to keep us 

from that goal. During the transition, until July 1, checks can be made out to CISMC. After July 

1, checks can be made out to EMYS. Thank you so much for your continued support. 

 If you have any concerns or questions, feel free to contact Bruce at 828-649-9276 ext. 

248, bmurray@madisonk12.net. 
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