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EMYS Welcomes New Board Members
                                                                                                                                                                        
Two new members have joined the Board of Directors for Empowering Madison Youth to Succeed, (EMYS), announced Bruce Murray, Executive Director of the nonprofit organization. 
“We are delighted to welcome Liz Gullum and Gerrie DeLoach to EMYS,” reported Murray. “They will add excellent depth and new perspectives to the Board.” EMYS, formerly known as Communities In Schools for Madison County, serves Madison County students with tutoring, mentoring, and other academic support. 
Liz Gullum raised her family in the Midwest, then moved to Madison County in 2012 and built a home in the Big Pine community. She immediately threw herself into volunteering to help her adopted county. Gullum co-founded two nonprofits in the county: Madison has Heart that raises money for heating assistance and Sustainable Madison, an environmental organization.
Gullum also co-hosts a show on wART-FM, the local Arts Council radio station. Her show, called Community Conversation, focuses on volunteerism in the county.
“I believe that children are our future so I strongly support education,” explained Gullum. “With my background in broadcasting and fundraising, I hope I can help to empower Madison County youth.”
In Gullum’s spare time, she enjoys paddling the French Broad River, gardening, hiking, reading, and enjoying nature with her husband and their two German shepherds.
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Gerrie DeLoach is the manager of Human Resources Operations at Printpack, Inc. in Marshall. DeLoach moved to the area in 2010 when Printpack Medical acquired the Madison County business.  She has been with Printpack for 18 years in July working in multiple locations.
“I believe in investing in the young people of our community,” explained DeLoach. “It’s important to provide them opportunities to excel using their unique talents and abilities.”
DeLoach’s husband, Rodney, owns Madison Auto Care in Marshall. They have 2 children, Jazmin, age 21, and Nicolas, who is 15.  The DeLoachs live in Mars Hill and enjoy taking the boat to the lake.
In this season of pandemic, EMYS continues to stay in touch with their students and continues to encourage their progress toward improvement.  Despite the challenges, the EMYS staff works to motivate and inspire students to make an additional effort for the remaining weeks of school. 
 You can help Madison County youth with your financial support or the donation of your time. More volunteers are needed to help tutor or mentor through EMYS’ programs. EMYS’ mission is to empower Madison County students to stay in school and succeed in life. For more information, contact Executive Director Bruce Murray at 649-9276 extension 10124, emys@madisonk12.net, or visit the website: https://emysnc.org.
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